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Fairfield First School Parent Forum Minutes – 24.5.23
Members present: AP/DS/CT/SH/JWS/KW/TS/NW/NG/NG/KM
Apologies: NMC
Aims: The main aim is: To hold an open form of communication between families and school.
Dates for future meetings: The following dates and times agreed upon are:


July 12th 5.30 – 6.30pm

All future meetings will offer childcare for the children of members, so that all members are able to attend. 

Reading scheme (DS): DS talked about how every school has to use a validated phonics scheme in school. Anything pre-existing can’t be used unless it is validated. As a school we spent time researching what was available, what was working, what wasn’t, what Ofsted said. We chose to use Little Wandle. This started in Reception last summer to see how the lessons worked. It went across the whole school from September. You have to show complete fidelity to the scheme and all staff have been trained. It has been different for parents because it comes with online reading books rather than physical books and there is a big emphasis on reading for pleasure. There is a holistic picture rather than a focused just on blending. Our data for Reception this year, 29/30 that have achieved the early learning goal for reading. The online books help us to review who is reading and how they are doing, as well as who needs additional support. From school’s point of view children love it and are making fab progress. We use catch up across the school with this and the children are making amazing progress. 
Does phonics teaching stop at Year 2? Phonics teaching stops at the end of Year 1 and if they are where they need to be at the end of that year they move on to Spelling Shed and Reading scheme – if it is needed children will have catch up learning.
Do you use physical books at school? Yes – we use a physical book for the week and then the online book is matched to the one that they have read. 

On a phone/ipad you can’t see the two pages together which can be a bit confusing. Hopefully the children should be able to read it well because they are fluent by the time he’s got this book. We encourage children to read their own books also to expose them and also build reading to pleasure. Reading should be an enjoyable experience for parents with children. 
Online Safety (CT): Mrs Thurston talked about online safety and safeguarding our children. Children have access to online content at school and at home so it is everyone’s responsibility. We use Purple Mash at school to teach them about how to stay safe online. What are your main issues about online safety and what can we do to help with that?
· App of the week and newsletter online safety info is really helpful
· Parent meeting to raise awareness of dangers
· Website has information on it about online safety, along with links and tips
· Information on understanding risks

· Drop in session for parents to bring devices so we can show them how to set screen time etc. 
SEND (SH): Mrs Hadley as SENDCo would like to set up some clinics/drop ins for parents who have children with additional needs. We could invite specific parents or open it up for parents with concerns etc. What are the thoughts of the forum?
Feedback: Parents feel it would be really positive. Sometimes people might be afraid to ask for help where as that gives them a way in. A schedule for session focus’ would be really useful. Would remove any stigma and show how inclusive we are as a school. 

Y3 Swimming – parents asked the following: parent contributions towards this each term moving forwards or reducing to two terms. 
All parents agreed a contribution for a full year of swimming. £30-£40 a term would be a fair amount. It is so important for them to learn to swim and have so much confidence in swimming. 

Playground line up feedback: All really positive feedback regards new system. Parents feel happier the children are safe and can be seen in all year groups. They also commented how much nicer it is to have staff out so they can catch them and ask questions or share any concerns. Train any children who are late to walk behind the lines rather than cutting through them. 
Transition: AP shared our plans for a fuller transition within school towards the end of term – everyone very positive about this and think it will really benefit the children. Lack of Middle school transition was discussed and how the children would really benefit from this. 
Next meeting: To review the forum for this year and plan for next academic year. 
