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Fairfield First School Parent Forum Minutes – 15.3.23
Members present: AP, (AHT), TS, NG, JSW, NG
Apologies: SW, KM, KW, NMc
Aims: The main aim is: To hold an open form of communication between families and school.
Dates for future meetings: The following dates and times agreed upon are:


May 24th 5.30- 6.30pm


July 12th 5.30 – 6.30pm

All future meetings will offer childcare for the children of members, so that all members are able to attend. 

Cost of living
· Trip’s notice would be better if it was at least a month between the letter going out and payment due – this allows parents a ‘pay packet’ in between. Two weeks notice isn’t enough for some families. 

· Notice that a trip will take place in ‘Spring term’ would also be helpful. It may not have been booked at that point but it gives parents notice to save for it. 

· Nativity costumes -could these be kept and reused rather than parents buying each year? Requests on a newsletter for costume items rather than parents buying?

· Malvern breakdown was brilliant and really manageable. 
Fundraising
· Cinema nights were brilliant: simple, inexpensive, attached to the school day

· Disco’s are great

· Could we have a used uniform sale in spring term, when children are starting to grow out of their clothes but parents’ don’t want to buy new at this time of the year?
· Xmas/Summer Fayre is good – would it be possible to purchase a contactless machine for big events like this?

· At xmas there are quite a few fundraisers taking place in quick succession – can these be spread out more?

· Sports day – can PTFA sell drinks on site? Tea/coffee – captive audience!

· Ice cream Fridays in summer term at the end of the day. 
Parents in school
· Open classrooms are great – nice to see books, same night is better, summer term where you meet the next teacher is also brilliant.

· Nice to have books at parents evening face to face

· Forest school sessions for parents to join are popular

· Parents coming in to read during the recent ‘reading week’ was lovely and it would be great if school could do this regularly, perhaps on a termly basis. It worked well because it was across a full week at a range of different times so allowed for flexibility.

· A craft session where parents/grandparents come in and work with their children would be nice at some point in the year, for example mothers’ day crafts, or during arts week. 
School meals

Quality- showcase could have been better on reception info evening. Some kids are not keen on the choices. 
Range of choice – menu doesn’t always match the meal e.g. order sausage and mash but get sausage and chips. Friday is always fish – can there be another option?
Ease of ordering- don’t always get what they ordered. Sometimes glitches or have to reorder.
AOB:
Playground vote: Forum were presented with three options for morning line up and voted on which they felt would be better. All voted for option 3, with Teachers and TA’s being at front and end of the line. They preferred this option because you can see every line going in, parents are behind children rather than around them, and it feels safer. 

Date of next meeting: May 24th 5.30- 6.30pm
Agenda items for next meeting: 

· Online safety 

· Reading Scheme in EYFS/Y1 

· Transition 
