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Fairfield First School Parent Forum Minutes – 16.11.22
Members present: AP (AHT), TS Y2/Y4, SW Y4, JWS Y1, KW Y3, NG R/Y3,CM R, NG R. 
Apologies: NMc

Aims: The aims of the forum was discussed and it was agreed that the main aim is: 
To hold an open form of communication between families and school.
Dates for future meetings: The following dates and times agreed upon are:


January 25th 5.30-6.30pm


March 8th 5.30-630pm


May 24th 5.30- 6.30pm


July 12th 5.30 – 6.30pm

All future meetings will offer childcare for the children of members, so that all members are able to attend. 

Parent Communication: AP asked members how we could develop and improve parental engagement with communications we send out, particularly focusing on ways to improve people looking at the newsletter, twitter, responding to letters etc. 

· Hyperlink to newsletter as a text rather than as an email – all agreed that people look and respond to texts more than they do emails, which they can sometimes miss or forget about. 

· The different platforms used for communication were discussed. 
· Clear Parent Pay of previous letters/permissions/money needed as it still has a lot of older posts on and things get lost.

· Look into a school app – AP discussed how we used to have this and it wasn’t being used by families so we have decided not to invest in it again. Our school website can be opened on any device. 
It was agreed by all that texting links and reminders would ensure parents saw them, and things didn’t get missed. 

Events – panto, trips, open classrooms etc: AP asked for feedback on our provision as far as the ‘extras’ are concerned. Do we do too many? Not enough? Is enough notice given? Costs?

· Parents all agreed they like how many things we do

· Parents would be keen to come into school more – ideas suggested included opportunities to come into class during lessons and be involved with learning, forest school sessions, meet & greet type activities with the parents and staff present to form stronger relationships. 

· Welcome evening for new starters to Reception was discussed. It would be good if new parents were informed about the levels and ways of communication including newsletter, twitter, parent pay, Google classroom. Also, how these things work and how to communicate with staff in the best way. 

· It was suggested that we add a link to twitter onto the newsletter, so parents can click the link and go straight to our stream, not needing to sign up to an account themselves and still being able to see all the learning that has taken place. 

· Parents like the text reminders the day before, these prompt them well. 

AOB

Staff visibility in the morning was discussed, including the reasoning for the new lining up. AP explained and suggested the following points

· For messages and questions – send via Google classroom

· For sharing of work or photos, email the office and staff will get back to you

· For concerns – email or call the office and they will arrange a time to discuss these with staff for you. 

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 25th January, 5.30-6.30pm

Agenda items for next meeting: SEND, Cost of living & fundraising, Parents in school. 
